August 29, 2022
Michele Capasso
Safara Ravenna
Via dei Tre Lati
RA 48125
Italy
Dear Michele,
On behalf of the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA) and our 23
member organizations across Africa, I would like to thank you for the
generous grant of $1,000 to PASA in November 2021 to fund PASA’s
historic transnational rescue of four chimps. This is a final report
on the use of this grant.
I am thrilled to tell you that, with your
kind support, the rescue of four
chimpanzees held as pets in terrible
conditions in Guinea-Bissau is
successfully concluded! The chimps have
now been relocated to the safety of a
sanctuary in Liberia in an unprecedented
international operation. The support from
Safara Ravenna has had a tremendous
impact, not only on improving the lives
of these mistreated animals, but also
furthering the conservation of critically
endangered western chimpanzees by
laying the groundwork for international
cooperation to hopefully save many
more.

In partnership with Safara
Ravenna, PASA successfully
completed a historic
international rescue of four
captive chimpanzees in
Guinea-Bissau, a country
without a wildlife sanctuary.

As you know, PASA is the largest association of wildlife centers in
Africa, providing long-term care for more than 3,000 great apes and
monkeys who were confiscated from the illegal wildlife trade, the
bushmeat trade, and rescued from other forms of abuse.

PASA strengthens our member organizations, provides resources they need for rescues and
rehabilitations, and works to build a global movement to save Africa’s great apes and
monkeys from extinction. The combination of PASA’s worldwide network and our
members’ local expertise uniquely positions the Alliance to make a significant, sustained
impact to save African primates.

Fifi and the Guinea-Bissau chimpanzees
In 2019, PASA became aware of chimpanzees in Guinea-Bissau who were each being kept in
terrible conditions by people who had bought them from the pet trade.
Fifi is thought to be between 11 and 20 years old. For the
majority of her life, she had been living in a dirty
metal cage in the parking lot of a hotel. Fifi was all
alone and has no permanent water source or access to
food. She hadn’t been allowed out of the cage for close to
10 years. She originally lived with another chimp who died,
likely of neglected health problems, and she’d been isolated
ever since.
Four other chimpanzees in Guinea-Bissau were living in
similarly horrible conditions, all suffering from lack of care
and lack of chimpanzee company. Although western
chimpanzees are critically endangered, because GuineaBissau has no laws to prevent the keeping of chimpanzees
as pets, it has taken several years to convince the owners to
give up these chimpanzees and Guinea-Bissau has no
chimpanzee sanctuary where they can be cared for. It has
therefore taken a long time for PASA and our partners to
gain enough support from government officials to move
these chimpanzees out of the country and to a proper
sanctuary.

Thanks to Safara Ravenna,
Fifi is free from a life of
solitary confinement.

I am pleased to say that, thanks to supporters like you, we have now succeeded in
rescuing these chimpanzees and moving them to a sanctuary in Liberia, Liberia
Chimpanzee Rescue and Protection. Though LCRP is not a PASA member center, this

sanctuary was the best option to move these chimps from Guinea-Bissau and ensure they
receive the expert rehabilitative care that they need.

Veterinary evaluation
In late 2021, PASA sent Dr. Rebeca Atencia, a highly-experienced chimpanzee veterinarian
and Director of the Jane Goodall Institute Tchimpounga Chimpanzee Sanctuary in Republic
of Congo, to Guinea-Bissau to conduct an assessment of the chimps. Dr. Atencia assessed the
chimpanzees’ health and took blood for tests. This was an essential step to identify any
diseases that the chimpanzees might have been carrying, in order to arrange for export
permits to move the chimpanzees to another country. Dr. Atencia was also able to organize
and speak at a workshop for 25 government officials where she gave them basic training in
the primary needs of chimpanzees, educated them about the horrors of the wildlife trade and
what it means for wild chimpanzee populations, and explained to them why being moved to
a sanctuary is so important for the welfare of these chimpanzees. This was an extremely
important step in building bridges with the local government to gain further ground in
moving these chimpanzees to safety.

Thanks to your generosity, Tze is no longer chained to a tree and
instead is receiving care at a proper sanctuary, beginning his
rehabilitation and recovery.

The Rescue
While obtaining the necessary permits needed to bring these chimps to safety took far longer
than anticipated, in late June we finally received the CITES import and export permits that
would allow us to move these chimpanzees to Liberia and the safety of a sanctuary. Customdesigned crates were built to transport the chimps and a charter flight was organized with
partners in the aviation industry to fly the chimpanzees to the Liberian sanctuary.
While we were ecstatic that the rescue was so
close, in June we were devastated to learn that
one of the chimpanzees, Julio, sadly died while
we were awaiting the permits. None of the chimps
were held in safe conditions in Guinea-Bissau,
and Julio’s death highlights the desperate need to
bring these animals to a sanctuary where their
needs can be met, and they can live out their lives
in a safe environment.
Despite the pain of losing Julio, we were
delighted when the rescue finally happened on 8th
July. The chimpanzees were first brought to the
capital city, Bissau, and then flew accompanied
by two veterinarians to Liberia to meet
representatives from Liberia Chimpanzee Rescue
and Protection who had come to bring them to
their new home. While these rescue operations
are long, complex, and fraught with obstacles,
thanks to your generosity, these chimpanzees are
now starting their new lives in a place where they
can find friendship and a bright future ahead.

The critically endangered chimps
travelled to their new home in
Liberia via a charter plane.

A welcome delegation awaits the chimps’ arrival in Liberia to celebrate this
historic rescue.

A bright future for Fifi, Simao, Tze, and Tita
The four chimpanzees spent a short period of time in
quarantine after arrival at the sanctuary to ensure
that they posed no health risk to the sanctuary’s
residents. The sanctuary’s caregivers bonded with the
chimpanzees, making them feel relaxed and safe
while they adjusted to their new environment and
provided them with a feast of delicious fruits and
vegetables to help them get their strength up.
Following quarantine, the chimpanzees are now
slowly starting to be introduced to other chimps. For
some of them, this will be the first time they have
been around other chimps for years, and even
decades. When Simao was first introduced to
another young chimp at the sanctuary, the staff
were cautiously excited to see his reaction. They
were rewarded with a heartwarming scene – a few

Tita will soon be introduced to
other young, rescued chimpanzees
to create her new family.

seconds after the doors were opened, and after some loud displays, the two young chimps
rushed to embrace one another, the first brotherly hug Simao has had since being stolen
from the wild. You can see their excitement in this inspiring video of the two chimps being
introduced to one another.
We’re all so happy to see these chimps beginning to thrive as they receive expert care in
their new home and can’t wait to see the social bonds that they make with the other chimps
now that they are finally safe.

Simao, Tze, and Fifi are all in high spirits while completing quarantine at the
sanctuary. Soon we hope that they will all be able to form new friendships with
other orphaned chimpanzees. Thank you for making this possible!

Primate rescues: fighting the wildlife trade
Chimpanzees in forests in Africa are shot down and butchered in the bushmeat trade, and
the babies are sold on the black market to be pets. Some of these babies are trafficked to
China or the Middle East where they are sold as pets or put on exhibit in inhumane zoos.
These highly intelligent and social animals face a miserable existence locked in cages or
living in isolation. Given that they can live to 50 years old, some chimps may endure
decades under these terrible conditions. An estimated 3,000 great apes are lost every year
as a result of the illegal wildlife trade.

With your help, PASA
is working to protect
critically endangered
western chimpanzees.

These four chimpanzees are western chimpanzees, a subspecies
that is critically endangered and disappearing from the wild at a
terrifying rate. Rescuing individual chimpanzees from the wildlife
trade is an important aspect of PASA’s and our member’s work
and complements our other conservation activities that include
habitat protection, education and working to elevate protections
for wild primates. By providing facilities to which African law
authorities transfer confiscated wildlife, PASA and our member
sanctuaries enable law enforcement agencies to enforce laws
protecting wildlife. Where possible, our member centers aim to
reintroduce rescued primates to the wild, and where this is not
possible, they provide them with a lifetime of expert care. To this
imperiled species, every individual matters, and we are grateful
for your support in bringing these four chimps to safety at last.

Thank you, Safara Ravenna!
Thank you again to Safara Ravenna for making it possible for PASA to help
these victims of the wildlife trade. Your support has given a bright future to these four
chimpanzees and helped lay the groundwork for international cooperation that we hope will
help many more. Every life counts for this endangered species, and we are so grateful that
you chose to help these individuals begin new lives in the safety of a sanctuary.
Please contact me at any time at kelly@pasa.org if you’d like to know more about these
rescues or the use of this grant.
All best wishes,

Kelly O’Meara
Executive Director
Pan African Sanctuary Alliance
kelly@pasa.org, +1 503-708-8339
pasa.org

